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International Cooperation Scheme

Introduction

Worldwide, the MSMEs have been accepted as the engine of
economic growth for promoting equitable development. As
per the available statistics (4th Census of MSME sector), this
sector employs an estimated 80 million persons spread over
36 million enterprises in the country. It is estimated that in
terms of value, MSME sector accounts for about 45% of the
manufacturing output and around 40% of the total exports of
the country. MSMEs play an important role in export promotion
of the country. To maintain its niche in the international
and global markets, MSMEs are required to remain globally
competitive. They have to continuously update themselves to
meet the challenges emerging out of changes in technology,

changes in demands, emergence of new markets, etc.

To facilitate the MSMEs to become internationally cimpetitive,
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
and its organisations, through its various Schemes and
Programmes, are providing support to the Indian MSME
sector, promoting bilateral cooperation with other countries;
giving them exposure to the international markets and foreign
technology; sharing of experiences and best management
practices in the international arena, etc. One such programme

of the Ministry is the International Cooperation (IC) Scheme.
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The Scheme, being implemented by the Ministry of MSME, is
an ongoing Scheme of the Ninth Plan (under implementation
since 1996), which has been continued for the Twelve Plan
(2012-13 to 2016-17) with an outlay of Rs. 24.50 crore.

Objectives of the Scheme

The main objectives of the Scheme are as below:

¢ Technology infusion and/or upgradation of Indian@

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)

* Modernisation of MSMEs @)
e Promotion of the exports of MSMEs @)

Strategy

The scheme supports the following activities:

e Deputation of MSME business delegations to other
countries for exploring new areas of technology infusion/
upgradation, facilitating joint ventures, improving market

of MSMEs products, foreign collaborations, to visit
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international exhibitions/trade fairs etc.

e Participation by Indian MSMEs in international exhibitions,
trade fairs and buyer-seller meets in foreign countries.

e Participation in International exhibitions/ trade fairs held
in India in which there is international participation.

¢ Holding international conferences and seminars on topics

and themes of interest to the Indian MSMEs.
Target Group

The following organizations are eligible to apply under the

scheme:

e State/Central Government Organisations

¢ Industry/Enterprise Associations; and

e Registered Societies/Trusts and Organisations @
associated with the MSME.
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Eligibility Conditions

The eligibility conditions for financial assistance under the

Scheme are:

e The organisation should be suitably registered (i.e.,
companies under the Companies Act, societies under the
Societies Act, etc.) with the primary objective of promotion
and development of MSME.

e The organisation must be engaged in such activities for at
least last 3 years and have a good track record.

e The organisation should have regular audited accounts for
the past 3 years.

e Events, for which financial support under the Scheme is

sought, must have significant international participation.

Benefits

Iltems of expenditure for which assistance may be considered

under the scheme are specified below:

Deputation of MSME Business Delegations to
foreign countries

Assistance would be provided under the scheme to the eligible
applicant organisations for deputation of MSME delegations

to foreign countries, with the objectives of exploring new areas

SI. No.
(a)
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of technology infusion/upgradation, facilitating joint ventures,
improving market of MSMEs products, foreign collaborations,
etc. The eligible items for deputation of MSME delegations and

the scale of assistance would be as under:

Eligible tems ' Scale of Assistance
Air Fare For Micro, Small and Medium

entrepreneurs:

100% of the economy class airfare
subject to a maximum of Rs. 1.50 lakhs
or actual fare paid, whichever is lower
(for one representative from each

participating enterprise).

For office bearer(s) of the applicant

organisation:

100% of the economy class airfare
subject to a maximum of Rs. 1.50 lakhs

or actual fare paid, whichever is lower

For Government official(s), as per
entitlement with option of getting
the expenses on the air fare incurred
directly by the Ministry or from the

applicant organisation.
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Duty allowance Office Bearer to get US Dollar 150 per
day towards duty allowance. It may be
noted that no other items of expenditure
towards hotel accommodation, fooding,
local transport etc. are reimbursable

separately to Office Bearer.

For Government officials, as per their
entitlement with option of getting Daily
Allowance (DA) advance directly from
the Ministry or from the applicant

organisation.

Note:

A delegation under the scheme would normally comprise of a
minimum of 5 entrepreneurs and one office bearer.

Assistance under the scheme would be admissible for 1 office
bearer of the applicant organisation, if the number of participating
entrepreneurs is up to 10 and maximum 2 officer bearers, if the
number of participating entrepreneurs is more than 10, subject to
prior approval by the Ministry.

Government Official is entitled for air fare, DA and hotel
accommodation as per entitlement prescribed by the Government.
The applicant organization shall bear the expenditure and claim

the same in their reimbursement claim bills.

SI. No.
(a)
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Participation in International Exhibitions/Trade
Fairs/Buyer-Seller Meets held in foreign countries.

Assistance would be provided under the scheme to the eligible
applicant organisations for participation in International
Exhibitions/ Trade Fairs/ Buyer-Seller Meets held in foreign
countries in order to showcase Indian technologies, expose
Indian MSMEs to the latest foreign technologies, access

international buyers and sellers and forge business alliances etc.

The eligible items for such participation and the scale of

assistance would be as under:

Eligible tems | Scale of Assistance

Space Rent For Micro, Small and Medium

entrepreneurs:

100% of the space rent subject to a
maximum of Rs. 1.00 lakh or actual
rent paid, whichever is lower (for one
representative from each participating

enterprise).

Note - Office Bearer is not eligible for

space rent.
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(b) Air Fare For Micro, Small and Medium local transport etc. are reimbursable
entrepreneurs: separately to Office Bearer.
100% of the economy class airfare subject For Government officials, as per their
to a maximum of Rs. 1.50 lakhs or actual entitlement with option of getting
fare paid, whichever is lower (for one Daily Allowance (DA) advance directly
representative from each participating from the Ministry or from the applicant
enterprise). organisation.

For office bearer(s) of the applicant Note:

organisation: i. A delegation for participation in an event under the scheme

would normally comprise of a minimum of 5 entrepreneurs and

100% of the economy class airfare subject one office bearer.

to a maximum of Rs. 1.50 lakhs or actual ii. Assistance under the scheme would be admissible for 1 office

fare paid, whichever is lower bearer of the applicant organisation, if the number of participating

entrepreneurs is up to 10 and maximum 2 officer bearers, if the

For Government official(s), as per number of participating entrepreneurs is more than 10 subject to

entitlement with option of getting the prior approval by the Ministry.

expenses on the air fare incurred directly iii. Government Official is entitled for air fare, DA and hotel

by the Ministry or from the applicant accommodationas perentitlement prescribed by the Government.

organisation. The applicant organization shall bear the expenditure and claim

the same in their reimbursement claim bills.
(c) Duty allowance Office Bearer to get US Dollar 150 per
day towards duty allowance. It may be
noted that no other items of expenditure

towards hotel accommodation, fooding,
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SI. No.
(a)

Note:
The m

Participation in International exhibitions/ trade
fairs held in India

Assistance may be provided under the scheme for participation
of Indian MSMEs in events like India International Trade Fair
(ITF) organised by India Trade Promotion Organisation
(ITPO) or such other reputed international exhibitions/ trade
fairs held in India as may be approved by the Ministry under
the scheme. Items of expenditure for which assistance may be
considered are specified below:

Eligible ltems | Scale of Assistance
Space Rent For Micro, Small and Medium

entrepreneurs:

100% of the space rent subject to a
maximum of Rs. 1.00 lakhs or actual
rent paid, whichever is lower (for one

representative from each enterprise).

aximum assistance would be limited to Rs.5.00 lakhs per event

per applicant organisation.

SI. No.
(a)
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Organisation of International Conferences/
Seminars in India

Assistance may be provided under the scheme for
organisation of international Conferences/ Seminars in India
wherein the foreign participants/foreign speakers are 50% or
more of the total participants/speakers. Items of expenditure

for which assistance may be considered are specified below:

Eligible ltems ' Scale of Assistance

Foreign 100% of airfare subject to a maximum

Resource of Rs. 1.50 lakhs for foreign resource

Persons persons. The number of foreign resource
persons to be supported per event would

Air travel be three or 50% of the total resource

persons of the event, whichever is lower
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Quantum of Assistance

The quantum of financial assistance to the applicant
organizations will be decided on the basis of the budget estimate
(paragraph 5.1 above) & the eligible items of expenditure (as

mentioned above), subject to the following limits:

(i) International Events held in foreign countries:
Rs. 25 lakh per event
(ii) International Events held in India:

Rs. 12 lakh per event

For events of importance, relaxation in the above-

mentioned limits of financial assistance may be made with

prior approval of Secretary (MSME).
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Procedure for availing of
financial assistance under the
scheme

Applications for seeking financial assistance, in the proforma
prescribed by the Ministry (available at msme.gov.in), may
be submitted to the Director (International Cooperation),
Ministry of MSME, Udyog Bhavan, New Delhi. The applications
for the proposed event must be accompanied with the budget

estimate and other relevant documents, as prescribed by the

Ministry.
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Financial and physical achievements made under

the Scheme Udyami Helpline
The performance of the Scheme during the last five years is as :ggg :1188:_-'“631;2 [ Tﬂ“ rree ]

under:

Information about

Particulars ~ 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
BudgetOutlay ~ 400  10.00 400 500 500
(-1
Actual 400 165 307 444 394
Expendiure
el
ectrens B B B N

assisted

No of 709 549 563 200 603 Udyami Helpline to provide assistance and guidance to prospective
0o as well as existing entrepreneurs about opportunities and facilities

Entrepreneurs available under various schemes of the Government.

assisted Udyami Helpline 1800-180-6763 (Toll Free)

Timings : 6.00 to 10.00 p.m. in Hindi / English
We welcome all entrepreneurs to avail this facility.

MICRO, SMALL & MEDIUM ENTERPRISES
TEH, Y Td JeAH AR

MINISTRY OF MICRO, SMALL & MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
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